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Enviranmanial Stewardship

Dear friends,

Fifteen months have passed since my ministry at A Rocha began. It was indeed an amazing year with new
job, new routines, and steep learning curves, giving me numerous first-hand experiences of the Lord's
grace, guidance, and timely provisions.

Many friends, who once knew that | have been busy travelling frequently for work between Vancouver
and Toronto, and lately to Asia, often asked me, “What are you really doing at A Rocha?” “What are
these Multicultural Programs all about?” “Are you simply talking to people or actually working on some
concrete environmental projects?”

In short, yes, | do talking, lots of them!

Since last September, | have met over sixty pastors, church leaders, ministry organizations’ leaders, and
theological educators, representing at least thirty Christian congregations, ministries, and theological
schools in Vancouver and Toronto. | met them in various settings: at their offices, over lunch or coffee
times, or at conferences and exhibitions; there | explained to them what creation care (or Christian
thoughts and actions in environmental care) is, and introduced the works of A Rocha in Canada and
around the world.

Because of these conversations and connections, | was
invited to preach or teach at thirty different occasions for
churches, Christian groups, and organizations. In most of
those talks, | expounded in details the biblical narratives
from Genesis to Revelation, showing to these audiences
that our caring for the earth actually have deep biblical
roots, far beyond a few frequently quoted biblical
references; it is in fact our first human mandate that Christ
has also redeemed and restored, and is one of the most
tangible ways to demonstrate God's love to the whole
world. 1 also illustrated with Canadian and international examples how this passion and conviction for
God's world could be translated into individual life changes and collective actions of the churches for
public witness.

These encounters led to some surprising outcomes. Anna, a college student from Ontario who
graduated this summer, has just completed a three month internship at A Rocha BC Centre. Her
internship was initiated out of a conversation with me during a summer volunteer event at the Centre.
These three months, she said, brought her a life changing experience, a new window to see God working
on earth, and not the least, many friendships that will last for 3 lifetime. Anna was not alone; many
yound Christian scientists-in-training, who studied in such majors as environmental science or natural



resource management, are trying to find suitable nurturing opportunities to develop their future career
while living out their faith authentically. Many found A Rocha matched that double-edged need.

Also out of those talks and conversations, | saw
fellow sojourners being affirmed and encouraged;
those are Christians who have seen the deep
connection between their Christian faith and
environmental-ecological concerns for 3 long time
and have put into practice, yet found themselves
very lonely on the journey. I saw fellow brothers
and sisters-in-Christ being inspired with a new
window of seeing their faith afresh, or being
propelled to look deeper into their lives and
attempt to make changes.

And yes, there are on-the-ground projects, although still in their infancy...

In addition to mobilizing those | met, taught, and conversed with, to participate in existing conservation
projects in BC and Ontario, there are a few practical projects of creation care in the making. These are
project ideas initiated by several local Chinese Christian leaders in Vancouver and Toronto, who first
heard of A Rocha through my teaching and conversation and wanted to learn more about practical
possibilities. | was invited to participate in their initial discussions and project forming, which are still in
progress as | write, and | anticipate these discussions and planning would bear fruit in the next two years.

And yes, my ministry area how goes beyond Canada ...

A Rocha’s leadership has long been convinced that if they would like to foster a global creation care
movement, they need to engage the Chinese speaking world, for some obvious reasons: its huge
population, its influence in world affairs, and the acute ecological challenges in the regions where
Chinese population has important presence. While A Rocha has established a small staff and volunteer
presence in Singapore-Malaysia, more ground works are need, and there began my involvement.

In September 2011, Dr. Paul Woods of Singapore Bible
College and | represented A Rocha at the 8t CCOWE, a
major global Chinese Christian conference related to the
Lausanne Movement, in Bali, Indonesia; it was a great
opportunity to showcase our works in front of Chinese
Christian leaders from around the world. We had an
exhibition booth and a Special Ministry Presentation, with
Dr. Christopher J.H. Wright presenting. We found out that,
while there have to be more works to address some
theological bottlenecks and a great need for tangible
projects in Southeast Asia as educational and inspirational demonstrations, an increasing number of
church leaders in the region have bequn to recognize that taking care of God's world is an intricate part
of their Christian missions.




After the conference | visited Hong Kong for a path-
finding mission. | was surprised to befriend with a
number of Christians who are currently in leadership
within mainstream conservation organizations, academia,
and theological schools, actively engaging in practical
conservation, education, scientific research, and, amongst
Christian circle there, a theological awakening in caring
for creation. | will visit Hong Kong aqain in early 2012,
this time with Rev. Peter Harris, the founder of A Rocha,
and our Singaporean colleaques, hoping to connect the
dots further. This is just the beginning!

All these are made possible through your prayers, encouragements, and material support. | am still
deeply grateful that many friends responded graciously and generously after I issued an appeal for help in
August, because of the large short fall on the Bali Conference expenses. | thank the Lord that He indeed
works through many of you in providing the badly needed funds for various projects and initiatives
under my watch. Your partnership on this journey is deeply valued and appreciated. Please consider to
join me on this road aqain in 2012, making this ministry possible and sustainable.

Thank you very much and God bless!

Shalom (peace),

Samael

December 2011
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PS. If you consider supporting my ministry with gifts, please use the attached A Rocha Canada donation card, or visit
our website arocha.ca. Please designate your gifts to “Multicultural Programs”.
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